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Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, today is
a historic day for democracy and free-
dom. Iraqis go to the polls to demo-
cratically elect the 275 seats of the new
Iraqi Council of Representatives. The
newly elected Council will then select
a Prime Minister, a Presidency Coun-
cil, and a Cabinet of Ministers.

By any measure, today’s elections
are remarkable. In just under 3 years,
26 million Iraqis have gone from brutal
tyranny to representative democracy.
A ruthless and dangerous dictator has
been removed, and the stabilizing in-
fluence of democracy is taking root in
a region desperately in need of it.

This progress is a fitting tribute to
the brave men and women in uniform
who have sacrificed so much to see this
day realized. There is more work to be
done and there will be more setbacks
to overcome, but this is tremendous
progress. I salute them.

——

WELCOMING HOME UNITS OF
TEXAS ARMY NATIONAL GUARD

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, the
gentleman from Pennsylvania is ex-
actly right. In fact if my arithmetic is
correct, the polls in Iraq closed just a
little over an hour ago. Of course, we
owe the great success of three success-
ful elections in Iraq to the dedication
of our troops that have served so well
over there. In fact, this past weekend
in Waco, Texas, citizens of Texas wel-
comed back the 56th Combat Brigade,
over 2,000 Texans from the Texas Army
National Guard who have been serving
for 11 months in the country of Iraq.

This is especially important to my
hometown of Denton, Texas. Seventy-
eight members of the Denton-based
Company A, 2nd Battalion of the 112th
Army, have returned to their homes in
north Texas. This is the first deploy-
ment of the Denton-based Texas Na-
tional Guard since World War II, ac-
cording to an editorial in the Denton
Record Chronicle last week.

The 56th Battalion was not without
its casualties. There were six who died
in combat, two who died in training ac-
cidents, and 58 were wounded. Fortu-
nately, none of the soldiers that left
from Denton, Texas, were killed in ac-
tion in Iraq. Only one was wounded.
During that time they performed 7,000
combat patrols, escorted convoys for
1.3 million miles, and built 15 schools.

There is a parade in Denton this Sat-
urday morning. We may not be done
voting, I may not be able to attend, but
my heart will be with my citizens in
Denton as they welcome their sons and
daughters home.

————

NEEDS OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

(Ms. SOLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. SOLIS. Madam Speaker, today I
rise to express my strong disappoint-
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ment in the misguided priorities of the
Republican majority in Congress. As
we are preparing to adjourn for this
year, we have not addressed the real
needs of the American people. In my
district in East Los Angeles and the
San Gabriel Valley and across this
country, more and more families are
being forced to make difficult choices.
The absence of affordable housing,
health care, a living wage for workers
and high heating costs are just a few of
the reasons that more people are slip-
ping into poverty.

According to the U.S. census, there
were 37 million people living in poverty
in 2004, an increase of 5.4 million dur-
ing the Bush administration. In my
district alone, 20,000 families live below
the poverty line. We are failing the
working men and women of our coun-
try, we are failing our children, and we
are failing the senior citizens as well.

I urge my colleagues today to work
together to meet the needs of all Amer-
ican people and let’s put their prior-
ities first.

——
IMMIGRATION ENFORCEMENT

(Mr. KING of Iowa asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. KING of Iowa. Madam Speaker,
today as we celebrate Iraqi Freedom
Day, I want to raise a different subject,
and that is that we will be bringing
legislation to the floor of this House
that will bring some enforcement to
our immigration laws. It has been a
long time coming. There has been a lot
of good work done by a lot of people. I
am hopeful that this legislation now
will also include an amendment that I
hope to propose, H.R. 3095, the New
IDEA bill. New IDEA stands for the Il1-
legal Deduction Elimination Act.

The IRS is more inclined, I believe,
to enforce our immigration laws than
DHS has proven to be. I would submit
that they can go in and do their reg-
ular audits and check the Social Secu-
rity numbers of the employees through
the instant check program that will be
renamed the employer verification sys-
tem hopefully today or tomorrow and
then give safe harbor to those employ-
ers that do that verification of their
employees. Otherwise the expense that
is a business expense that will be writ-
ten off will have to be denied as a de-
duction so that it becomes taxable if it
is a profitable business. That takes a
$10 an hour illegal up to a $16 an hour
and lets the legal person have a job in-
stead of the illegal person.

————

SALUTING PROGRESS AND
MILESTONE ELECTIONS IN IRAQ

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, in October 2002, Sad-
dam Hussein ridiculously reported he
received 100 percent support during a
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sham election in which he was the only
candidate in the race. Three years later
due the bravery of American troops
and Iraqi security forces, the people of
Iraq now have an historic opportunity
to select 275 individuals from over 6,655
candidates to serve in their national
Council of Representatives.

National elections in Iraq are an-
other symbol of progress and another
demonstration of our coalition troops’
efforts, including my son who served a
year in Iraq, to spread freedom
throughout the world. Our brave sol-
diers recognize that they are fighting
in a war that will secure democracy in
Iraq which ultimately protects Amer-
ican families from terrorists who would
rather attack our citizens.

As the Iraqi people continue down
the path of democracy, they should
know the American people are proud of
their continued successes and believe
in the future of Iraq.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September 11.

——

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 2830, PENSION PROTEC-
TION ACT OF 2005

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, by direction of the Com-
mittee on Rules, I call up House Reso-
lution 602 and ask for its immediate
consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 602

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this
resolution it shall be in order without inter-
vention of any point of order to consider in
the House the bill (H.R. 2830) to amend the
Employee Retirement Income Security Act
of 1974 and the Internal Revenue Code of 1986
to reform the pension funding rules, and for
other purposes. The bill shall be considered
as read. In lieu of the amendments rec-
ommended by the Committees on Education
and the Workforce and Ways and Means now
printed in the bill, the amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute printed in part A of the
report of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution shall be considered
as adopted. All points of order against the
bill, as amended, are waived. The previous
question shall be considered as ordered on
the bill, as amended, to final passage with-
out intervening motion except: (1) 90 min-
utes of debate equally divided among and
controlled by the chairman and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce and the chairman
and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means; and (2) one mo-
tion to recommit with or without instruc-
tions.

SEC. 2. During consideration of H.R. 2830
pursuant to this resolution, notwithstanding
the operation of the previous question, the
Chair may postpone further consideration of
the bill to a time designated by the Speaker.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
MILLER of Michigan). The gentleman
from Washington (Mr. HASTINGS) is rec-
ognized for 1 hour.

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington.
Madam Speaker, for the purpose of de-
bate only, I yield the customary 30
minutes to the gentleman from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN), pending
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